ATTACHMENT IV

COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO
Office of the Governor

Environmental Quality Board

Governing Board

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
September 30, 2008

Mr. Brian O’Hanlon
President

Snapperfarm, Inc.

P.O. Box 685

Culebra, Puerto Rico 00775

Dear Mr. O’Hanlon:

RE: WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATE
SNAPPERFARM, INC. _
2 NAUTICAL MILES TO THE SOUTHWEST OF CULEBRA ISLAND
CULEBRA, PUERTO RICO
NPDES NO. PR0026361

We have received and reviewed the application for a permit under Section 402, National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), of the Federal Clean Water Act, as
amended (33 U.S.C. 466 et. seq.) (the Act) for the referenced facility.

Putsuant to Section 401 (a) (1) of the Act, after due consideration of the applicable provisions
established in the Puerto Rico Water Quality Standards Regulation (PRWQSR), as amended
and in Sections 208(e), 301, 302, 303, 304(e), 306 and 307 of the Act, it is certified that there is
reasonable assurance as determined by the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) that the

* alluded discharge will not cause violations to the applicable water quality standards at the
receiving water body if the limitations and monitoting requirements on Tables A-1 and A-2 are
met.

The conditions specified in the aforementioned tables shall be incorporated into the NPDES
permit in order to satisfy the provisions of Section 301 (b) (1) (C) of the Act.

Cruz A. Matos Environmental Agencies Bldg., San José Industrial Park Urbanization
1375 Ponce de Ledn Ave., San Juan, FR 00926-2604

PO Box 11488, San Juan, PR 00910
Tel. 787-767-8181 « Fax 787-767-2049
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1f you have any objection to the Water Quality Certificate (WQC), you have the right to request
reconsideration to the EQB within the statutory period (twenty (20) calendar days from the
date that the WQC is received).

The EQB reserves the right to comment at a later date concerning other environmental aspects
of the discharge.

Angel)O- Berrios Silvestre, P.1. Noe Rosa] E il 8

Associate Member Vice Chau‘woman

N
|

HJCA/dcc
Enclosure

c:  Mr. Walter E. Andrews, EPA-Region II
Eng. Cartl-Axel P. Sodetberg, EPA-CEPD

G:\Division Permisos Fuentes Precisadas\Divisién Permisos Fuentes Precisadas\WORD\Hery Joel\CCA\CCA Snapperfarm PRO024361.dac



SPECIAL CONDITIONS
NPDES NO. PR0026361

These special conditions are an integral part of the Water Quality Certificate (WQC) and shall
be incorporated into the NPDES permit in order to satisfy the provisions of Section
301(b)(1)(C) of the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) as amended (33 U.S.C. 466 et. seq.):

1. The discharge will only consist of unconsumed food and excrement of the saltwater
fishes (Cobia) confined in cages submerged in the sea in the production system. 24

& The permittee shall install, maintain and operate all water pollution control equipment in
such a manner as to be in compliance with the applicable Rules and Regulations. 3

3.  No toxic substances shall .be discharged, in toxic concentrations, other than those
allowed as specified in the NPDES permit. Those toxic substances included in the
permit application, but not regulated by the NPDES permit, shall not exceed the
concentrations specified in the applicable regulatory limitations. %3

4, The waters of Puerto Rico shall not contain any substance attributable to discharge, at
such concentration which, either alone or as result of synergistic effects with other
substances, is toxic or produces undesirable physiological responses in human, fish or
other fauna or flora. 2

5 All sample collection, preservation, and analysis shall be catrried out in accordance
with the Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) Number 40, Part 136. All chemical
analyses shall be certified by a chemist licensed to practice the profession in Puerto
Rico. All bacteriological tests shall be certified by a microbiologist or a medical
technician licensed to practice the profession in Puerto Rico. 12

6.  No change in the design and configuration of the cages inside of the production area will
be permitted without the previous authorization of the Environmental Quality Board

(EQB). *

7. The production system consists of eight (8) cages located within an area of 500 meters
length by 500 meters width. The cages have approximately 25 meters of diameter by 15
meters of height and are placed in a row between points 2 and 4 of the production area,
at a depth of 7.5 meters.
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a. The production area is delineated by the followﬁg points:

Points Geographic Coordinates (NAD 83)
Point 1 18°16’40.19” N, 65°20°00.23” W
Point 2 18°16°40.40” N, 65°19°43.22” W/
Point 3 18°1624.14” N, 65°19’43.00” W
Point 4 18°16°23.93” N, 65°20°00.01” W

b. The production area sampling points shall be situated at points 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and
9, which are located at the following coordinates:

Points Geographic Coor_dinates (NAD 83)
Point 2 . 18°16’40.40” N, 65°19°43.22” W
Point 4 | . 18°16°23.93” N, 65°20°00.01” W
Point 5 18°16°40.30” N, 65°19°50.82” W
Point 6 18°16°33.13” N, 65°19°43.12” W
Point 7 18°16°24.02” N, 65°19°52.41” W
Point 8 18°16°31.20” N, 63°20°00.11” W
Point 9 18°16°35.75” N, 65°19°55.57” W
Point 10 18°16°28.58” N, 65°19°47.76” W

c. The background sampling point shall be located one hundred (100) meters from
point 1 of the production atea, at the following cootdinates: 18°16°22.25” N,
65°20°02.97” W.

d. The permittee shall perform current velocity measures (speed and direction) in the
background sampling station duting each sampling event.
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e. The permittee shall maintain records of the equipment used to be situated at the
production area and background sampling points. Such tecords shall include the
date when the equipment was obtained or leased, calibration date, setial number,
model, etc.

To identify the location of the production area and background sampling points, the
permittee shall use the procédure established in the EPA-QA/QC for 301 (h)
Document (Table D-1 Example ZID Boundaty station locations).

If the permittee determines to use another method to identify the sampling points of
the production area and background, the permittee shall, prior to the utilization of
such method, obtain the written approval from EQB.

f. The samples of the seven (7) stations of the production area and the background
monitoring station shall be taken at three (3) depths in each station: 10%, 50%,
90% of the depth.

g- Fifteen (15) months after beginning the operations in the production area, the
permitee shall submit a report of the first year of the monitoring program. Based
on the review of the monitoring results, the EQB will determine if it is necessaty
to reopen the WQC to modify (increase or decrease) the monitoring requirements
ot the location and/ot number of monitoring stations at the receiving water body.
The beginning of the operations will be defined as the moment in which the first
fish cage is filled. The permittee shall submit a notification, with three (3) months
of anticipation, indicating the beginning of the operation.

8. Solids from the production system shall not cause deposition in the bottom of the
receiving water body in such amount that be deletetious to the existing or designated
uses of the receiving water body.

9.  The permittee shall implement a monthly momtomng program to determine if the
solids generated due to this activity cause deposition in the bottom of the receiving
water body in such amount that be deleterious to the existing or designated uses of the
receiving water body. The monitoring program shall commencs no later than thirty
(30) days after the EQB’s written approval of the Quality Assurance Project Plan
(QAPP). The QAPP must be submitted for evaluation and approval of EQB no later
than thirty (30) days after the EDP. The results of the monitoring program shall be
submitted to EQB no later than sixty (60) days of completion of the monitoring
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10.

141

iz

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

program. Based on the evaluation of the results obtained, EQB will detetmine if it is
necessary to revoke the WQC.

The referenced activity shall not cause the growth or propagation of organisms that
negatively disturb the ecological equilibrium in the areas adjacent to the production
system.

The production area shall be free of debris, scum, floating oil and any other
substances that produce objectionable odors.

The permittee shall maintain the production system in good operating conditions. At
least quarterly, the production system shall be inspected to determine if some repairs,
replacing, etc., are required. A semiannual report of the inspections, repairs or
replacements performed shall be submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and EQB.

The permittee shall employ efficient feed management and feeding strategies that limit
feed input to the minimum amount reasonably necessaty to achieve production goals
and sustain targeted rates of animal growth.

The permitte shall dispose of accumulated solids and attached marine growth
contained within or on the net-pen in a manner, which prevents to the maximum
extent practical these materials from entering or reentering the receiving water body.

The permitte shall recover floating debris and trash, which entets the receiving water
incidental to the operation of the facility.

The permittee shall remove and dispose of animal mortalities propetly on a regular basis
to prevent discharge to a water body.

The permittee shall ensure proper storage of medications, pesticides and feed in a
manner that prevent spills that may result in the discharge of such substances to a
water body. Also, the permittee shall implement procedutes for propetly containing,
cleaning and disposing of any spilled material.

The EQB, can require that the permittee conduct bioaccumulation studies, dye
studies, water quality studies or any other pertinent studies. If the EQB require one or
more of the aforementioned studies, the permittee will be notified to conduct such
study(ies). Sixty (60) days after the notification of the EQB, the permittee shall
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19.

20.

21

submit, for evaluation and approval of the EQB, a protocol to conduct such
study(ies). Thirty (30) days after the EQB approval, the permittee shall conduct such
study(ies). Sixty (60) days after conducting such study(ies), the permittee shall submit
a report that includes the results of such study(ies).

The authorization for the production system will not be transferable and does not
convey any property rights of any sort or any exclusive privileges, nor it authotizes any
injury to persons or propetty or invasion of other private rights, or any infringement
of Federal or State law or regulations.

Each condition of this WQC is considered as separate. Therefore, if the applicability of
any condition of this WQC is stayed due to any circumstance, the remaining conditions
of this WQC will not be affected.

The EQB, by the issuance of the WQC, does not relieve the applicant from its
responsibility to obtain additional permits or authorizations from the EQB as required
by law. The issuance of the WQC shall not be construed as an authotization to conduct
activities not specifically covered in the WQC, which will cause water pollution as
defined by the Puerto Rico Water Quality Standards Regulation (PRWQSR), as
amended. 4 '

1, 2, 3 and 4 see next page
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1. According to Article 1 of the Puerto Rico Water Quality Standards Regulation, as
amended.

2. According to Article 3 of the Puerto Rico Water Quality Standards Regulation, as
amended.

3. According to Article 6 of the Puerto Rico Water Quality Standards Regulation, as
amended.

4. According to the Public Policy Environmental Act of September 22, 2004, Act No.
416, as amended.
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